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having come by the northern. But his strength was
so rapidly diminishing that his two men despaired of
being able to bring him alive To the end of their
journey. Indeed, he became so feeble and exhausted
that he was unable to assist or even to move himself,
and had to be handled and carried about like a child.

Meanwhile, he Preserved in that condition an
admirable equanimity, resignation, Joy, and gentle-
ness, consoling his dear Companions and encouraging
them to suffer patiently all the hardships of that
voyage, in the assurance that God would not abandon
them after his death. It was during this voyage
that he began to make more special preparation for
death. He held Communion, sometimes with our
Lord, sometimes with his holy mother, or with his
guardian angel, or with all paradise. He was often
overheard repeating These words, Credo guod redemp-
tor meus wivit; or, maria, mater gratie, mater dei,
memento mei. In addition to the spiritual exercise,
which was read to him every Day, he requested
toward the close that they would read to him his
meditation preparatory for death, which he carried
about with him. He recited every Day his breviary;
and although he was so low that his sight and
strength were greatly enfeebled, He continued to do
so to the last day of his life, despite the remonstrance
of his companions.

Eight Days before his death, he was thoughtful
enough to prepare the holy water for use during the
rest of his illness, in his agony, and at his burial; and
he Instructed his Companions how it should be used.

The evening before his death, which was a friday,
he told them, very Joyously, that it would take place
on the morrow. He conversed with them during



